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Tothe DELEGATE,

W our condu& and chara&ter ia poblic
;”."""ﬂ"gslit); has become the topic of a literary
§ A ‘& difcuffion, Eugenius, the friend of his
ot ‘% country, would willingly have fome
”j‘»\‘\g"g.(;(‘ account from the Delegate himfelf of
i‘:'aﬂo;y}néus publication and lctter taken from the
Newport Mercury, and republithed in the Maryland
Gazette or Baltimore Advertifer of June 27, 1783.
A fhert ftate of falts may not be unneceffary to elu-
cidate this affair. , "

On the 4th of March 1783, permiffion was given
by the governor and courcil to Henry Geddis to
pafs under the fan&tion of a flag of truce to New-
York, with a cargo of floar and corn for the ofe of
the Maryland line, and to return again ; a_leuer ac-
comparied this flag addreffed to admiral Digby, ex-
prefirg a tender feeling for the fufferings cf our
prifoners, and foliciting the liberty of difpofing of
the cargo to taeir ufe, and Robert Alexander
was defired to fell the carga, pay the contents into
the hards of Mr. Luke thcle;, who was ac-
qeaited with the will of the council as to the things
be was to purchafe and diftribute among the pri-
foners; the flag failed and was board.cd the 17th of
March 1783, by a refugee barge off Little Egg Har-
boor, and on examining the papers the flag was
fuffered to pafs, on the fame day alfo 3 Rhode-
Iland privateer boarded and fent her as a prize to
Rhode Iland. In confequence of this capture, the
folldving anonymous piece was pablithed in the
Newport Mercury,

From the Neavpert Mereury.

Arnagelis, (Marsland) March 2.

THE djireffes of the dmerican prifoners at Neww-
Tork. bave for feweral years claimed the attention of
cngrelsy and the legiflatures of the feveral flates.  Num-
bers of thefe arfortunate pesple perifbed, and many wwere
cmplled, by the extremity of their fufferings, Sfrom
banger, rakednels, and difeafe, to enter into the fervice
of theeremy, It wwas mot in the power of congrefs to
liberate tbem Srem their captivity, er alleviate their
wanis.  The calamity for the laft four years avas chiefly
arfned 1o thefe of o¥Ftitizens, wibo Were captured cn
beard of cur merchant weffels 5 a brave and moft ufeful
st of men. It being reprefented to cur governor and
axiil, that a number of maval prifoners Selonging te this
fate (many of them the foxs and brethers of gentlemen of
rfpelable charafers, firtumt, and influence) avere Suf~
Siring all the berrors of captivity, on board the prijon
Abip at New-York, they refolved to find, under fanSion
o flags of trace, a fmall quantity of corn and flour to
that place for fale, to relieve their difirefes. "It avas
prrvicrfly kneon, that the emermy would receive flags
«ith thefe articles.  On the y21h of this manth, a fmall
bay fioopy awith ome Funared barre's of fleur, and about
tigkt burdred bufbels of corr, cwas jent from this port
-u.-irbnﬂag, te admiral Digly ; and, en the 171h, off
Lite Egg Harbour, fbe avas boarded under Britifh
cilars, by @ fmall fehooner of fix guns belonging to
Nrwpert, in the flate of Rbode [jland, one Oliver Read,
«mmander; cwho afier taking out the mate and four

“Jailers, and feveral artichs belonging to the fag (leaving

xy catain Geddis, the mafier, on board) fent ber as a
Vizets Rbode.lfland, under pretence that this gevern-
ment eas trading awith the ene On the fame morning
ke [y was boarded by a Britib large, ber papers

Asa comment on, and by way of anfwer to, this
anqaymous publication, the annexed letter was alfo

publifhed with the above piece from Maryland, with
this preface,

Tbl. Solloawing letter, awitbous any remarks, will fuffi-
am':_’y Soew that the Slags referred to, avere upon a
fmi:nf Plan, and that the profits annexed thereto awere
the only inducement, and not that bumane principle of
JSupplying pacr prifiners, aubich the amzymous author
of the piece above cwiuld avifp the aworld to believe
bim pofffid of.

Dear Sir,

I EXPECT captain Geddis awill JSail this day in

a fag for your city, He will be addreffed to Mr. A.

who will pay 1be fales (after dedulling the ufual commif-

Sfions and txpences) 1o you, and sou will therecut advance
10 2be prifamers about two bundred pounds (er in the pro-

portion of one bundred barrels of flour, and  fix bundred
and eighty-three bufbels cf corn, 1o fix bundred and eighty.

Jeven pound: ten Jeilings, Jor two bundred and ffey bar-
rels of flour, and three hundred bufboels of corn) aad make
Juch ufe of the refidue, after advancing to captain Geddis
and paying the wagesto his mate and bands, as you
pleafe.  Caprain Bell Lift this place yeferday to go 1o
Hye River, to take in thirteen bundred” and Sty bufbels
of corn, and I expe® he awill fail befire mext Sunday.
You awill make advances to the prifoners cut of his fales
(about two bundred axd forty pounds) as above. e

Sfatter curfeives that captain Geddis's cargo will leave
betnween eight or nine bundred pounds in your hands, and

captain Bell’s carge about eleven bundred peunds, after

dtdullions.  Amtber flag aill follow in about ten days.

Captain Geddis’s flasp is chartered at one bundred pounds

Jor the trip, axd eight lay days at New York, and Sor
demurrage ten [billings per day, and if feized, ber walus
(¢ftimated at five bundred peunds) is to be paid. Cap-
tain Bell’s fcbooner is chartered at one Jbilling per ton
per day (or twa pounds ten fhillings) and ber walue o
be paid, if captured Under the prefent profpedds z‘
peace, there is no article could be fent to rift either of the
weffels or ther cargoes. Tokacco is the moff profitable,
but on peace it will net bear an bigher price with you
than awith us. As corn alone is aliewed by the Sate,
and exprefjed in the flag, nothing elfe is put in. Unlefs
Jou are cerfaiw from autbentic information of the continua-
tion of the avar, it awill net be advifeable to Sfend any
thing back in athe cf the flags, but in mo cafe (I con-
ceive) in Bells, or the third flag, becasfe of their wery
bigh walue, If the avar fhiuld continue, and you deter-
mine to Venture any goods, captaiz Geddis's floop aweuld
beno great riff, and if you wait for intelligence from
England, sou can detain Lim, as be awill lay at fo fmall
anexgence  Icawnot but think if you refokve to find
geeds, which can only be proper en a certainty of avar,

Annapolis, March 4, 1783,

Jou can prova=e fit wcfels at a far lefs price than abat

muft be paid for Bel's feheoner, or the third flag, if any
accident fbou!d bagpen. If this opinion fhould meet your
approbation, and you ditcrmine mot to rifk the weffels on
cur account, you avill give particular charge to the (?-
tains in avriting, not to take any thing ox beard but
awbat is jpecified in their permit, You cannot be too
cauticus on this bead, or they will rife a veffel aworth
three or four theufand pounds for one hundred pounds of
goods. If ave rif} the wefel, the captain might put in
ventures for bimfelf, but in nme cther cafe. If peace
Joould bappils take place, it awonld be very advifeable to
precure (if 1o be accomplifbed) tavo good fbips of about

ard ¢args  (xamired, and permitted to- profecute ber four bundred bog/beads, ene for Bell, and the other for

Voyage.

Jer the bersfit of our priloners, and meceffary provifions

S the pesple s and no other papersy but the pafport’ ang

Liters frem bis excellency cur gevermor to admiral Digly,
arda gentleman in New-2ork to fell the cargo, and pro-
are chatbing and.necyflaries for enr prifiners.  The mate
fthe flag awrites, ** 1kat the commander of the grivateer
C" Fircte) propofed. om the. next day after feizing the
J~8r MJet birs and the pesple on fbore om @ Beach Mfand
{"’"” areigate Inlet) and obferved that ne inbabitants
“zed cvithin froe or fix miles of the main land” It
“Cxret cfcape notice, -that more refpe was fhewn ' to’ this -
{roerament &y a refugee barge, than by a viffel of a fifier
Hatt, under” a cemmiffion. from congrefin It is avell
frewn, that feveral ofthe eaflern flates bave frequently
excbdyged their prifonensy anufuﬁlimim\), or
et of, congrefs ; and it is confidently affirted, tbet
"0 bave often ferr provifions to Neav-York, for their
Wt The meas pagers acquaint us, that kis excel-
‘,"_"7}‘"/71," Dickinfen, infermed ‘the afembly of Penn~’
/)'.p'aﬂia, that a Sag fent by kim, a frw ‘w{d; ago,
;’I”"ﬁ-"‘fﬁr the naval prifoners of that flate in New-
ok, bad been pecived there. If stis fovereign and
irditindent ropublic patiertly fubmits 10 this difgraceful

Bty it ] ge dejeredly sepeated. 0§ ubire Foneur
i /t(uyltj_" & \ :

enh oy N o N
Tbere evar mo ctber cargo o board but corn ax} ﬂlh)o

Geddis. Yeu will remember awhat diredions you give, in
cafe you fend any goods. No ballaft fo good as grindfenes,
Our governor and council permitted captain Cox, to load
bis flag with eorn, and if the avar comtinues, c;nd adm.
Digby would grant bis paffpert for goods, 1 imagine there
woudd be no rifk from Britifb cruifers, and there avill be
wvery lirtle fear of feizure by curs, or after arrival bere.

cods awill nt juftify any rifk, unlefs the awar foould cer-
tainly continue  French goods moaw fell in Baltimere un-
der cofft, and Britifb goods can be purchafed awith cafb as
cbeap as with you. be firfl is owing to their inferiority
in quality,'and the laff te the very great and a{myi in-
credible fearcity of cafp. I am coxvinced Britifb goods
will not fell fo cheap fix minths afier peace is declared,
ar at prifent.. No tobacco can be parchafed o the
Planters ; they are out of debt, awant feww nerg[m'vru.l.'aud
are confident of peace s bat fome quantity ceuld, in the
prefemt flate of fu/pence, be procared of merchants, and
the public, avith fpecie, and as lovi as trwenty pillings
per bundred.

I awifp yeu ewould endeawour to procure the litters by
1be brigs Ranger- and Speedwell, to Wallace, Jobnfn,
aad Muir, and enclofe to Mr. Wallace by the ﬁtﬁ Slag
ccming bere, be requefls this favowr of you. A wifl you
awould procure for me, avithsut regard to price, Black-
JSlene’s Reports, 4 wels. Burrow's ‘Rrporu, 4th and 16
welr. and a few papers Zer widds'if 1 be got) of Dr,

TJames's genine fever powcders, I perceive Mr. Rivinga
tox advertsfes Dr. Jebufon’s averds of the Englifh poets,
60 wols. at thres Sritlings and fix-pence cach ; if you can
get them at that price for me, 1 Sall te obliged.
AYfs buy of Fim a calendar Sor 1783, «r 1782 ; and a
Opber feal S. C. ard you may procure anmcther for the
compting-boufe. I awifh you bealth and every other bap-
2inefs in life.
Year afftétionate and chediens Servant,
§4M, CHACE.
Mr. Whooler.

If this letter be genuine, and to my knowledge its
authenticity has never been denjed, though publith-
e.d in the Maryland Gagette or Baltimore Adver-
tifer, was a plan laid by the fubfcriber of it to carry
on a trade with the enemy at New York during the
war, and in contradi&tion to a pefitive a& of atiem-
bly. Oat of the fupplies fent by the council to the
confined officers, who at that tinje: were fuffering all
the rigours of a gloomy prifon and pinching poverty,
were two thoufand pounds to have been converted
to the purpofes of trade and will of the perfon
to whom the letter was addrefled ; it will remain
with the fubfcriber to the letter 1o reconcile the con-
tents with the contsa@ entered into by Mr. Chafe
and the council of Maryland, which Eugenius ur«
derltands is to be pablithed in the Maryland Ga-
zette of this day. Ifthe contra® has not been com-
Plied with, honour and integrity will hardly acquit
the writer of the letter, anlefs, among the novelties
of the day, an opinion thould be urged, that a man
may a& difhonourably on virtuous principles,

EUGENIUSs,

Mr. Green,

HAVING feen the copy of a letter faid to be
wrote by Mr. Chafe, in March 1783, to his cor-
refpondent in New-York, which letter Tefers to flags
granted by the then governor and council, and on
which letter a writer obferves, ‘¢ thar they awere
granted on a trading plan, and not on the bumane prin-
ciple of Jfuppiying peor prifeners,” I requett you to
publith the following contradls of the faid governor
and council with Mefieurs Cnafe, Dorfey, and Co.
and their letters to admiral Digby aud Mr. Robert
Alexander on that fubje&, whic%r, I traft, will thew
that the imputation of the faid writer is an 1Mpu-
DENT FALSENOOD.

Your humble fervant,
A. B.

Annapolis, September 25, 1786,

In COUNCIL, 21t Jaguary 1783.

Prefent, His Excellency William Paca, Efquire,

Benjamin Stoddert,
Gab.iel Duvali,
Jeremiah T. Chafe,
James Brice,
John H. Stone,

Memorandum of an agreement made this 21t day

The hcnourable

of January, one thoufand feven handred and eightye

three, between the governor and council of the ftate
of Maryland, and Dorfey, Wheeler, and company,
which faid company confifts of John Dorfey, Tho-
mas Dorfey, Samuel Chafe, and Luke Wheeler,
WHEREAS it is reprefented to the governor
and council, that there are about one hundred and
fifty citizens of this ftate prifore:s in New-York,
fuffering extreme poverty and diftrefs from their
confinement and captivity, and the faid governor
and council being difpofed to relieve them as far
as poffible from their prefent diftreffes and fufferings, .
1t is therefore covenanted and’ agreed, that per-
miffion and flag or flags be given to the faid Dorfey,
Wheeler, and company, to export to New-York
four hundred and fifty barrels of flour, and the faid
Dorfey and company covenant and agree to purchafe
at their own expence, and thip for New-York, the
faid four handred and fifty barrels of flour, and on
arrival of their veffel at New-York to apply for per-
miffion to fell and difpofe of the fame, and with the
monies arifing from the fale, to cloath the faid pri-
foners as comfortably as an advance in cloathing
to cach of them to the amount of three pounds five
fhilliags fpecie, will enable them to do it by a pur-
chafe there of cloaths; and they farther covenant,
that if the money expended for fuch cloaths to fuch

amount to each prifoneras-aforefaid, belonging as -

aforefaid ta this flate, fhall fall thore of the fum of
four hondred and eighty-feven pounds ten fhllings,
that the balance fhalf be immediately paid into the
hands of the governor and council on return of the

faid flag, or within fuch time as the flag might re-

turn back to the port of Annapolis ; and they fur-
ther covenant to take all proper meafares to procuse
an exchange of the faid prifoners, o a relea’e on
parole, and that they will trenfport to this fate all
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